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The City Council approved a master plan
for community entrance signs last month.
Building on the success of the Douglas
Avenue monument signs, the plan identifies
locations, themes and an installation plan for
future entrance signs to welcome residents
and visitors at Urbandale’s city limits.
What’s it take to build an entirely new
interchange? Watch a quick time-lapse video
of the 100th Street Interchange project from
beginning to end at Urbandale.org/timelapse.
Urbandale has extended the availability of
the Class A Office Incentive five more years.
The highest quality office investments
may access the 10-year, 90% incentive
through 2024. Learn more at assistance and
incentives at Urbandale.org/econdev.
The Great Egg Hunt is right around the corner!
Kids can fill up their baskets with all of the candy
and eggs they see. Join the fun April 20 at 10
a.m. at the Giovannetti Community Shelter in
Walker Johnston Park, 8900 Douglas Avenue.
A fifteenth project has been added to the
list of new building investments since the
unveiling of the Urban Loop place branding
in September 2017. See the updated project
map at Urbandale.org/ULprojects.

www.uniquelyurbandale.org | www.urbandale.org

A C U S T O M P U B L I C AT I O N F O R T H E C H A M B E R O F C O M M E R C E A N D C I T Y O F U R B A N D A L E

VIEW OUR SELECTION OF RUGS IN EVERY SIZE, SHAPE & STYLE!

INCOTEC ENHANCES THE SEEDS
OF FOOD SECURITY
Pictured: Incotec Innovation Center and Staff
You’ve probably eaten plenty of lettuce
salads in your life, but do you know what
lettuce seeds look like? They’re small, nonuniform and jagged, which can make them
tricky to plant. That’s where solutions from an
Urbandale company come in.
“We’re seed enhancement specialists,”
said AJ Schrader, North America marketing
coordinator for Incotec, which opened a new
office in Urbandale in the fall of 2018. “We help
field-crop and vegetable seed companies, and
seed treatment companies, optimize their
on-seed treatments, which helps promote
sustainable agriculture.”
Optimizing food production starts with
elite genetics. Plant breeding alone, however,
can’t solve the agronomic challenges farmers
face as they protect their crops from pests and
diseases, Schrader noted.
Treatments that coat seeds can ward off
harmful microorganisms to protect seeds’
germination potential. Other seed treatments
use solutions such as polymers and encrusting
to “pelletize” the seeds (such as lettuce
seeds) for better planting uniformity, which
contributes to higher yield potential. Still
other seed treatments contain crop protection
products that help improve the establishment
of healthy crops.
“Our customers create the active
ingredients and additives that are applied to
seeds, and we develop the proprietary binders,
powders and recipes customers need for

their seed treatments,” Schrader said. “Our
products help ensure these active ingredients
and additives perform at their full potential
when applied to the seed. This helps growers
reach their yield targets.”
Putting down roots in Urbandale
Incotec’s seed quality solutions benefit
the entire seed industry value chain around
the globe. While the company is based in
the Netherlands and has its North American
headquarters in Salinas, California, Incotec
wants to grow in the Midwest.
“As the company focuses more on the
North American market, central Iowa offered an
attractive location,” Schrader said. “Urbandale
appealed to us, because it gives us easy access
to integrators who are essential to helping us
serve the field-crop market efficiently.”
Three research and development
specialists and two sales and marketing
team members are based at Incotec’s office
at 4725 121st Street. They work together
to provide seed solutions tailored to clients’
specific needs. Most clients’ goals focus on
yield improvement. In some cases, Incotec has
helped clients reach five-year stretch goals in
just one year, Schrader noted.
These results are helping Incotec flourish,
he added. “There’s tremendous opportunity
to expand here in Urbandale, especially as
ag producers push the limits of technology to
help feed a hungry world.”
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#MAKINGADIFFERENCE EVENTS
Please register to attend through www.uniquelyurbandale.com or by calling
the Urbandale Chamber of Commerce at 515-331-6855.

MARCH 26 AM Exchange | 7:30 – 8:30 a.m. | Merle Hay Funeral Home | 4000 Merle
Hay Rd., Des Moines | RSVPs requested. No cost to attend.

MARCH 27 Luncheon featuring David Lorenzen and Vanessa McNeal
speaking on the magnitude of Sex Trafficking in Iowa | Hilton Garden Inn | 8500
Northpark Drive, Johnston | RSVPs required. Cost: $29 members/$39 general admission.

MARCH 29 Talk with Officials Members Only | 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. | Urbandale
Chamber of Commerce | 2830 100th St., Ste. 110, Urbandale | RSVPs required. No cost to
attend. Open only to members.
APRIL 2 Meet the Urbandale Chamber | 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. | Urbandale Chamber
of Commerce | 2830 100th St., Ste. 110, Urbandale | RSVPs requested. No charge. Open
to anyone interested in learning more about Urbandale Chamber benefits of membership.

APRIL 4 Brand Yourself as a Professional | 8:00 – 9:30 a.m. | 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. |
Urbandale Chamber of Commerce | 2830 100th St., Ste. 110, Urbandale | Cost: $25 genYP
members, $40 non-genYP members. $75/series genYP members, $120/series nongenYP members.

APRIL 17 Luncheon featuring Award-Winning, This is Iowa’s Eric
Hansen | 11:15 – 1:00 p.m. | Flix Brewhouse | 3800 Merle Hay Rd., Des Moines | RSVPs
required. Cost: $29 members/$39 general admission.

