Be aware of the i
spa water can have on streams and lakes!

Chemicals used in pools
and spas can be toxic
when released into nearby
streams and lakes.

Chlorine is toxic to fish
and other aquatic life at
very low levels.

Chlorine burns the gills
and fins of fish, destroys
sensory organs, interferes
with the ability of fish to
find food, and causes in-
ternal organ damage. |If
the receiving water con-
tains a lot of decaying,

Salt Water Pools

A salt water pool is a swim-
ming pool filled with a mild
salt solution.

! A common misconception
is that salt water pools pro-
vide a more environmen-

tally friendly alternative to

chlorine.

Salt water pools use a chlo-
rine generator to produce

organic matter (from de-
caying plants, algae and
bacteria) and combines
with chlorine it can form

compounds called triha-
lomethanes. These com-

pounds are persistent in
the aquatic environment
and pose a long-term
health threat to
things.

Copper is found in pipes

and used as an algaecide in

swimming pools. It is a pol-
lutant that directly threat-

ens aquatic life.

living

Excess copper in water
causes the formation of
acid pH levels, burns the
gills of fish, interferes with
respiration, and causes

internal organ damage.

Spa or Hot Tub

its own chlorine by break-
ing down salt (sodium hy-
pochlorite).

Salt must be added to the
pool to keep the salt solu-
tion strong enough for the
chlorine generator to work.

Salt water pools generate
chlorine, and produce the
chemical byproduct bro-
moform.

Bromoform is a persistent
organic pollutant that accu-
mulates in the environment
and is very harmful to
aquatic life.

Always follow
recommended
procedures when draining
your swimming pool -
See Reverse Side.




Draining Pools and Spas

Chlorine Swimming Pools and Spas Salt Water S wimming Pools and Spas

IMPORTANT NOTE!

As a condition of Urbandale’s federal stormwater permit, the
City has adopted and will enforce an ILLICIT DISCHARGE TO
STORM SEWER SYSTEM ordinance.

Discharging chlorinated pool and spa water to a storm sewer
without following water quality recommendations is consid-
ered an illicit discharge, and regulated under the stormwater
permit.

Discharging saltwater in any condition from a pool or spa to a
storm sewer is considered an illicit discharge, and regulated
under the stormwater permit.

Please do your part to protect lowa’s
streams and lakes!

iowastormwater.org



